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Intersectionality (n): the idea that social identities

and positionalities such as class, race, and gender are

compounded when applied to an individual or group.

This overlapping creates an interconnected,

heightened experience of discrimination or

oppression. 

The term 'Intersectional', coined by

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, is used to

talk about how multiple oppressions can

exist in one person at one time, creating

a new complex experience. 

 

For example, the experience of being Black

looks different when also lived by someone

who identifies as a woman, and is further

layered if that woman is queer, and further

still if she is incarcerated. 

 

Acknowledging intersectionality is the most

inclusive mindset we can have when serving

our communities, who struggle and exist in

unique, and complex ways.  



Frame 1: Mass incarceration was born out of

the mass enslavement and oppression of

black, brown and poor people.  

 

Frame 2: Mass incarceration thrives on and is

prolonged by a culture of domination and

punishment.

Mass incarceration (n) : The imprisonment, disenfranchisement, and

detainment of a critical population through a system of laws, cultural

values and militant enforcement.

Mass caging is a $182 billion dollar industry, that claims over 600,000 humans as

property every year. That's objectification on a gross level. 

 

It’s estimated that 10.6 million people go to jail yearly, while over 60,000 immigrants are

locked up in about 200 immigrant prisons nationwide. The United States has the

most incarcerated people per capita in the world and California is home to a

whopping 35 prisons, with many of its natives incarcerated out of state. Unfortunately,

our country has adopted the belief that incarceration is an integral part of what

it means to be safe.

 

How did we get to an age of mass incarceration and how do we find our way out? We’ll

use two frameworks to think about U.S prisons and the culture they thrive in: 

 

 

Free Our Families



1619- American slavery roughly begins 
1830- Abolition movement gains traction 
1831- Nat Turner’s Rebellion takes place
1865- Juneteenth, enslaved people in America hear of emancipation
1877- Jim Crow Laws are enforced in the South
1889- Ida B Wells owns newspaper Free Speech and Headlight against segregation, lynching and
sexual violence 
1896- Plessy vs Ferguson rules "separate but equal" segregation into law
1934- Redlining, a racist geopolitical practice, is made legal with the National Housing Act 
1964- The Civil Rights act is signed by Lyndon B Johnson, banning discrimination on race, religion,
color or sex
1970- Black Panthers start community programs like free breakfast and health clinics 
1982- President Reagan announced his administration’s War on Drugs
1991- Rodney King’s violent beating by the police is captured on national television 
1994- California enacts Three Strikes Law
2002- Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is formed
2014- Mike Brown, 18, shot dead by police officer, Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri, inciting
organizing and protests across the nation 



―

Alexander draws from the historical context of the Jim Crow Laws of the south which enforced

segregation both locally and statewide from 1877 all the way to the mid 1960’s. 
 
These laws segregated people by race head-on, barring people of color from things like

education, everyday facilities like bathrooms, food stores and water fountains, and

property ownership. 

 
Alexander explains that the more covert ‘web of laws' surrounding mass incarceration simply
recreates the impact of Jim Crow, building a modern day categorization of the deserving vs the
undeserving.
 
We can look at our society and see the multiple ways that poverty, addiction and mental

health struggles are criminalized, creating a higher demand for prisons and policing. Let's
take a look at how addiction has been treated as a crime instead of as a public health issue and
how that has impacted our communities.  



Image by Daniel Nott
 

The narrative that Black and Brown drug users are undeserving of help out of addiction, and instead
deserve punishment is a belief that keeps prisons full. The 'War on Drugs' justified a continued war
on our communities in America in which the U.S profited off of generations of poverty, violence and
addiction. By making addiction a crime, the system has a premise for locking us away for

decades, and branding us 'criminal' for even longer.

―



―

Mass incarceration’s many arms keep people
in cycles of oppression and shared trauma.
The 'web of criminalization' particularly
targets the Black community and deters
upward mobility, or the ability for one to
move up in society through education and
career. 
 
Pictured is Elizabeth Eckford, who was
denied entry to Little Rock Central High
School, Alabama, in 1957 due to the white
supremacy of the state. Elizabeth's only
"crime" is being Black. Notice how
criminality is attached to race and

identity, resulting in denial of access and

rights. Investigate further the subjectivity of
crime and what or who connotates a crime
against society. 

The system disenfranchises those who are convicted as well as those labeled by the
system as 'criminals' or 'gang members'. For example, incarcerated people as well as

those on parole in California currently don’t have the right to vote. However, an
amendment to CA law, ACA 6, would change that.



Disenfranchising those who are systems involved, discounts huge numbers of votes.
Currently about 50,000 people on parole in our state alone are not able to vote. If we add that
number to those who are incarcerated, it leaves over 160,000 people without the right to

civically engage in California democracy. 

 
There are states that have reinstated the right to vote for people who have served their time,
but California is not currently one of them.

Laws like the death penalty, Life Without the

Possibility of Parole (LWOP) and Three Strikes

Law send the message that people who are

convicted of certain crimes are irreconcilable,

not useful and disposable. 

 
These laws force labels onto our people, changing
how they are viewed by society. If someone with
LWOP is considered to deserve to die in prison,
we're less likely to look into the details of their case
and character. When incarcerated and formerly

incarcerated people are excluded from the

voting process for life, it negates the ability to

transform, civically engage and be a

contribution to government.



Systemic criminalization and disenfranchisement rest upon the norms of racism and

classism in this country. Let's explore deeper how the culture of racist and classist
punishment impacts our communities at early stages of life. 
 
In 2019, Orlando Police arrested 6-year-old Kaia Rolle for throwing a tantrum in her

first grade class at a charter school. Kaia, who suffered from sleep apnea, lashed out at
school and was later handcuffed, taken to juvenile hall in a police car, fingerprinted and
forced to take a mugshot before charges against her were dropped. 
 
Black, brown and poor people are targeted for imprisonment even before they come

in contact with the justice system at all. This is highlighted by young people’s
experiences with child welfare systems and schools. Before they are arrested or stopped
by police, youth, predominantly black and brown, are deemed threats and harshly
disciplined.  
 
In the book “Pushout: the criminalization of black girls in schools,” the author, Monique W.
Morris, sits down with a 15 year old black girl by the name of Faith who describes her
experience of being impacted by the school to prison pipeline:

―



Sadly Faith's experience is not a unique case. Youth of color are criminalized at young

ages due to racism and a demand to fill prisons. Where their white counterparts are
seen as attention-seeking or inquisitive, black and brown youth are more likely to be
labeled a problem and punished for things like acting out or simply asking questions. 
 
Policies like jailing kids for truancy and 'zero tolerance' codes in school make it easy for
'problem kids' to be turned into property of the state. 

―

Art By Mike Lroy



Child development tells us that the brain is not fully developed until about age 26, and yet,
many youth as young as 15 are often tried as adults based on the severity of harm, gang
affiliation and race. We know that adolescents are biologically more likely to take risks

and be less in tune with the repercussions of their actions when compared to adults.

Especially for children and teens who find themselves in life threatening situations, violence
can happen out of self defense and perceived self preservation. 
 
Cyntoia Brown was a minor when she shot a man she believed was going to kill her while a
victim of teen sex trafficking. Sex trafficking is a type of human trafficking which forces

one into selling themselves for commercial sex. CSEC or the commercial sexual

exploitation of children pertains to minors who are in this situation of enslavement.

Cyntoia was sentenced to life and it wasn't until she did 15 years that she was granted
clemency. So many more like her are still locked away without their stories told.
 

Mass incarceration benefits off the belief that youth of color should pay for their actions as if
they were adults, with no regard for adverse childhood experiences lack of decision making
skills, support systems, situation or maturity. The adultification of youth, or labeling black
youth in particular as threats and disposable is one reason we are so familiar with black
youth murders like those of Emmett Till, Trayvon Martin, Renisha McBride, Tamir Rice, Aiyana
Jones and countless others.



By criminalizing entire racial and class groups, we miss opportunities to repair harm and
prevent violence, poverty and addiction. U.S prisons separate the convicted from support,

under-deliver rehabilitative services, and keep working wages under 60 cents per hour

on average. In this setup, victims of crime seldom get true healing. Neither harm nor

relationships are repaired. Instead, harm is maximized through cruel and unusual

punishment. 

 
We know how unhelpful the cultural ideals of dominance and revenge are for our social
welfare. What then, is the better way? Initiate Justice co-founder, Richie Reseda visited Finland
and Norway in 2019 and penned some differences he noticed between our prison systems:

―



―



―

In the U.S, we constantly hear about humanity losing against rules and regulations in the
name of "safety." Prison visits and opportunities for family and community connection are
highly policed and often terminated. The use of the internet is banned. Some facilities deny
visits and programs due to lack of space and staffing. If all these measures are taken in the
name of caution and protocol...why aren't we safe yet? 
 
Simple. Mass incarceration was never meant to create safety, but to create a profit
margin and preserve slavery in our nation’s governance. Our prison culture lies on a
widely believed cornerstone (The 13th amendment of the Constitution) that is our
responsibility to crack: 
 
People who are convicted of crimes that are determined by white supremacy should be
denied their humanity and citizenship as punishment. 



Pedagogy Of the Oppressed. Paulo Freire. Myra Ramos.
1970.
 
Pushout: the Criminalization Of Black Girls in Schools.
Monique Morris. Mankaprr Conteh. Melissa Harris-Perry.
2018.
 
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness. Michelle Alexander. 2010.
 
Unapologetic: a Black, Queer, and Feminist Mandate For
Our Movement. Charlene Carruthers. 2018.
 
When They Call You a Terrorist: a Black Lives Matter
Memoir. Patrisse Khan-Cullors. Asha Bandele. 2017.
 
"Where Prisons Are a Last Resort." Richie Reseda.
Medium.com. web. Nov 2019.
 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
(2015)
Lost Children Archive by Valeria Luiselli (2019)
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson (2014)
No Human Is Illegal by  J. J. Mulligan Sepulveda
(2019)
Writing My Wrongs: Life, Death, and
Redemption in an American Prison by Shaka
Senghor (2013)

I Am Not Your Negro directed by Raoul Peck
(2016) [Netflix]
13th  directed by Ava DuVernay (2016) [Netflix]
Just Mercy directed by Destin Daniel Cretton (2019)
Rikers directed by Mark Benjamin, Marc Levin
(2016) [PBS, Youtube] 
Which Way Home directed by Rebecca Cammisa
(2009) [HBO, hulu]

Books:

 
Films:

 



Prison Abolition (n) : the coordinated, systemic and
cultural efforts to shrink and eliminate the use of
prisons and jails in order to replace systems of
punishment and caging with rehabilitation and
community-driven solutions.

We might hear or even ask, "what about people who commit atrocious crimes?” How can we
be safe when they are not in prison?” It’s common for us to feel powerless when it comes
to creating safety in our own communities. We’ve been taught that in crisis, the best
solution is to call the authorities and let them handle it. It’s quite contradictory for people of
color and others impacted by state violence when the very departments that are called upon
to respond to emergencies are often the actors of assassinations, sexual assault, wrongful
arrests, and legal entrapment. 
 
We can argue that the lack of accountability starting with the systems that should be
protecting and serving, undermines safety. We’re going to use this framework to continue
learning about abolition:

Frame: As mass incarceration
needs norms like revenge and
individual punishment to thrive,
abolition needs norms like
community responsibility and
accountability to thrive.



Historically and today, abolition means to reject
the notion of slavery. Not only does an abolitionist
debunk prisons as a strategy for safety, but they also
assert how abolition can create space for
infrastructure to empower local communities. 
 
Abolitionists believe we can mitigate violence in our
communities and problem solve for the benefit of the
whole to achieve outcomes that outperform prisons
and policing. 
 
Abolitionist organization, Critical Resistance, leads
conversations clarifying what the reality of abolishing
prisons will entail: 



 
We can start building towards abolition by ensuring the work being led isn’t limited to
reforming the current system, but that it’s truly focused on creating a new system that
addresses the root concerns surrounding societal harm: access to education, financial stability,
mental health, housing and job security. 
 
The blueprints within indigenous history assure us that a needs-based approach to governing
actually works and is worth building towards. When our needs are met, even the most
upsetting situations can be assessed with solutions that minimize further harm.
 
People who identify themselves as abolitionists are growing a critical mass around ending
prisons. They have always gone against the grain of society in this country. Often their plight
seemed too ambitious for reality, and still today abolition is widely viewed as a utopian
thought. If we study abolition more closely, we can uncover the ways abolitionist steps have a
practical place in society. 

We know prisons and police are not the
end-all be-all when it comes to managing
crises and mitigating harm  in our
communities. 
 
If we believe this, we 're responsible to take
the abolitionist steps that will make a world
without prisons more tangible and widely
imaginable. 
 



Patrisse Cullors, artist and co-founder Black Lives Matter provides an abolitionist vision and
examples of it in practice in her Harvard Law Review article entitled, "Abolition And
Reparations: Histories of Resistance, Transformative Justice, And Accountability":



Cullors discusses the  role of
reparations, or payment, financial or
otherwise to a person or group of
people who have been wronged.
 
 





Abolition happens within ourselves and our relationships. We take responsibility of our
political views by incorporating them into our everyday routines. We hold community
agreements, we hold space for communication and healing, we take people's physical,
mental, economic and educational needs seriously. We honor our own boundaries, and
make our needs known. When we are wronged, we go about solutions that address harm, and
make space for preventing further harm. 
 
Some of us are ready and currently practicing these views. Some of us are still preparing our
hearts and minds. Carruthers of BYP-100 asks:



Abolition And Reparations: Histories of Resistance,
Transformative Justice, And Accountability
Developments in the Law. Patrisse Cullors. Harv. L. Rev.
1684. web. 2019.
 
Are Prisons Obsolete? Angela Davis. 2003.
 
Unapologetic: a Black, Queer, and Feminist Mandate
For Our Movement. Charlene Carruthers. 2018.
 
The Abolitionist Toolkit. Critical Resistance. web. 2004.
 
 
 
 

Dark Matters: On the Surveillance of
Blackness by Simone Browne (2015)
Assata Shakur: An Autobiography by Assata
Shakur (1988)
Live from Death Row by Mumia Abu-Jamal
(1995)
SNCC, the new abolitionists by Howard Zinn
(1964) 
Burning Down The House: The End of
Juvenile Prison by Nell Bernstein (2014)
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave by Frederick Douglass
(1845)
 

The Farm: Angola, USA (1998)

Books:

Films: 

 



This section relies heavily on our ability to see each other as humans. The act of
dehumanization, or the removal of human qualities and sentiments, can occur
physically, mentally and emotionally. The use of labels and slurs is one way subordination
takes place in American prisons. People-centered language clears the terrain we wish to
traverse as policy makers and organizers fighting for human freedoms. It's easier to create
laws about human rights if we're all acknowledging that we're making laws regarding
humans, mothers, fathers, and guardians, as opposed to convicts, criminals and felons. 
 
Take the terms ‘slave’ versus ‘enslaved person'. One
characterizes the subject as one with their state, while the
other describes the state in which the subject, a human, is
forced into. Here's how we'll view language in the fight to
end slavery and all oppression:

PEOPLE CENTERED

LANGUAGE

People-centered language (n): A way of describing people without
dehumanizing them despite identifiers given to them within society.

Frame: Language that centers personhood allows
for dignity and agency while language that
dehumanizes allows identifiers and codes to dictate
how we describe, characterize and therefore justify
the abuse, isolation and oppression of others.



Formerly incarcerated people 
Person convicted of X
Currently incarcerated person 
Incarcerated youth/young person 
Person without U.S documentation
Person who has migrated/ immigrated

Those targeted by the system are often labeled “criminals” and “threats” while those incarcerated
are labeled “inmates” and “felons.” All of these terms allow us to deny humanity to those in the
system. When we deny humanity, we team up with the system to discount the space of
transformation that is available to every human. Person-centered language can be used in
every part of liberation, as seen in the list below.
 
Check out these people-centered terms you can use in multiple areas of struggle:
 

Now that we have some useful words to incorporate into our language, let's dissect some
common phrases and beliefs that are working against our struggle for freedom:
 
Example 1: Policing and policy ideals like “tough on crime” have spread the notion that more
revenge against individuals and more dominance over communities will stop people from doing
crime.
 
Example 2: "Do the crime, do the time” and “they should have thought about that before they did X.”
This “eye for an eye” mentality is a bloodthirsty and harm-maximizing way of looking at justice.
 
Example 3: “The system is broken” assumes that mass incarceration was created to protect us, and
somehow along the way became dilapidated. Through our own research of our nation’s past, we
know the system was never designed to protect or serve us.
 
Words are a game changer in reframing this fight. Person-centered words show just how
high the stakes are, and how often our value and rights as humans are violated.
 
Another thing to notice in our language is how polarizing certain words and phrases can be for our
struggle. Critical resistance analyzes how word coupling can be detrimental to our unity:
 
 

Person with a developmental disability 
Individual with mental health needs 
Person experiencing homelessness 
Unsheltered person 
Transgender person 
Queer person



We’re reminded not to play into the “good citizen vs bad citizen” or “good immigrant vs
bad immigrant” narrative because of it's dehumanizing nature. We also reject the idea that
“victims” and “harm doers” are mutually exclusive groups. In truth, each of us have complex
lives, and many people who harm have deep histories of their own trauma. No one’s future is
stagnant, so labeling a person for the rest of their life based on an action is very limiting. 
 
Often times we go hard on individuals and go too easy on the system. Californians United
for a Responsible Budget (CURB) and Hood Digest teamed up to help folks use clearer words to
end this era of mass incarceration by calling a spade a spade when it comes to prisons:



Eddie Ellis shared with the Prison Studies Project his open
letter on using humanizing language when referring to
people coming home from lock up. He uses his direct
experience to make a call to action: 





Abolitionist Toolkit: Words Matter. Critical Resistance. 
 
"From Mass Incarceration to Mass Liberation Glossary." CURB.
Hood digest. thehooddigest.com. Web. 2018.
 
"Language." Eddie Ellis. Prisonstudiesproject.org. web. 
 
 

Curb's person centered language in
Spanish

http://www.curbprisonspending.org/w
p-content/uploads/2018/05/CURB-
Glosario-de-Terminologia.pdf

FFilms:
Central Park Five directed by Ken Burns,
Sarah Burns, David McMahon (2012)
 
 
Web Resources: 

 



Whether in a prison or on the outs, an organizer's
top tools are relationships, awareness, agitation,
inspiration and strategy. Great organizers get to
know their communities by having conversations
about particular community issues. Research and
power mapping build common awareness around
the issue, while agitation and inspiration will get
people moving and acting towards a winning
strategy. 

COMMUNITY

ORGANIZING

Community Organizing (n): The coordination of people powered
efforts in achieving collective demands or goals by carrying out tactics
within a strategy.
 
Oppression (n): Mistreatment of a group of people by a political or
social system.
 
Liberation (n): The state of being where people who were formerly
oppressed are no longer oppressed. 
 

Frame: People who are most
impacted know the issues we live
through and are best prepared to
create solutions, campaigns and
systems to better our lived
experiences.

Initiate Justice’s Inside Organizers are  building
power and changing laws that directly impact
them using the organizing model. To organize, it
takes both personal power and people power.
We’ll move through this section using this frame:



 
Thinking back to what we know about intersectionality, we see the value of having
impacted people at decision making tables. It's with the wisdom and layered
experiences you bring that shape our laws, systems and structures to be thorough
and inclusive to everyone they affect. 
 
Planning a campaign is a lot of work, especially as someone who is impacted by the
structure we're looking to change. This is the situation to work smart, not just hard.
Remember there is an abundance of support and people power waiting to be tapped. 
 
On the next page, check out some terms that will help you plan for a successful campaign
in your community.
 

People who are familiar with the issues should decide on the goals
and strategies of campaigns. Allies and advocates who want to help
causes that are not within their experience are encouraged to pour into
the existing work led by those who have lived experience.



 
 
 
 
Demand: The goal your community is asking for that can be accomplished. Demands are specific
and measurable.
 
Target: The person or body of people who have the power to meet the demand. 
 
Leverage: A compelling point of research or favorable relationship that proves advantageous for
your campaign and may expose weakness in your opposition.
 
Constituency: A group of people whose interests are served by your campaign goals.  A
constituency can also mean the body of people with the power to appoint or elect. For example
each state representative is responsible for meeting the interests of their region’s resident voters
or constituency. 
 
Opposition: The groups, organizations and individuals who are threatened by or against your
community meeting its demands.Allies: The groups, organizations and individuals who are in
favor of your community meetings it’s demands who might also provide additional resources and
points of leverage.
 
Strategy: A well thought out plan that escalates towards the demands or goals of a campaign and
provides direction for actions and tactics. 
 
Tactic: A specific activity, usually part of a set of activities which move the group within the
strategy.
 
Action: A group activity that directly or indirectly confronts the target of the campaign. 
 
 
 



Account for the cultural beliefs that might be blocking you from winning campaigns. Send messages
about your campaign and make sure you know your specific audience. If you try to reach everyone,
you may end up reaching no one!
 
Media strategy promotes messages that verify your campaign’s stance and encourage others
to act based on new or reinforced beliefs on your issue. 
 
For example, if we want people to vote YES on ACA 6, we need people to know that incarcerated
people want to vote and that civic engagement is an essential part of re-entering community. Once
this belief is instilled or reinforced, people are more likely to help us pass ACA 6 and free the vote! 

Community organizers bring people together to create solutions to shared oppression. We
share common experiences or goals with community and work collaboratively to do something
about it. It’s fundamental for us to have good relationship building and communication skills with
others, but what about the internal conversation with ourselves? 
 
It’s easy to get swept up in freedom work, and not set aside time to really grow or ground our
vision. Build a foundation of personal power within struggle. If we’re in this fight for the long
haul, we need a solid sense of self to win sustainably. Amy Goodman interviews Charlene
Carruthers on her book, “Unapologetic,” which gives readers 5 questions to ask as we organize and
create.





No Name in the Street. James Baldwin. 1972
 
"'Unapologetic': Charlene Carruthers on Her Black, Queer
and Feminist Mandate for Radical Movements."
democracynow.org. web. 2018
 
 

Rules for Radicals by Saul Alinsky
(1971)
Stir It Up: Lessons in Community
Organizing and Advocacy by Rinku Sen
(2003)
De Colores Means All of Us by
Elizabeth Martínez (1998)
Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change,
Changing Worlds by Adrienne Maree
Brown (2017)

Selma directed by Ava DuVernay 
 (2014)
RESIST directd by Tani Ikeda, Natalie
Johns, Mobolaji Olambiwonnu (2018)

 
Books:

Films:

 
 
 



FEMINISM + ENDING
PATRIARCHY

Feminism (n): the advocacy and cultural, social and
socioeconomic efforts for equal rights of the sexes.

Frame 1:  Feminism honors feminine value,
agency and power while Patriarchy denies
the experience and value of womxn and
femme-identified people
 
Frame 2: Patriarchy oppresses the
community as a whole, including men

Patriarchy (n): the male-dominated political social
structure that encourages male violence and abuse in
order to maintain dominance over women and others
deemed weaker than men.

bell hooks describes the difficulty many have uncoupling the
word “feminism” from an idea of hostility or the "white
feminism" we experience that lacks a racial analysis for gender
equality. As we learn more about the feminist movement
and  patriarchy, let's build towards an intersectional
understanding of equal rights for all women.



Men are charged an astonishingly lower rate for killing their partners than women who kill
their partners. This suggests that women are less likely than men to be believed when
acting out of self defense if they do commit a murder. Men are beneficiaries of patriarchy,
which favor men even within sites of oppression such as mass incarceration. 
 



Patriarchy results in violence and silence for women. It also puts limitations on men’s
complex identities and emotional selves while diminishing their ability to work
collaboratively. hooks explains how patriarchy is as important to dismantle for men as it is
for women:

It takes both social and self awareness for men to investigate both how they have
benefitted from patriarchy, and how patriarchy has ultimately devalued others in their
lives, as well as themselves. 
 
According to formerly and currently incarcerated men who run a group called “Success
Stories” out of multiple prisons in California, patriarchy has played a huge part in the choices
of violence and disconnection that were made leading up to their incarcerations.
 

Friendly Question: What are some patriarchal rules you can observe at play in
your everyday life? What would life look like if those rules didn’t exist?

hooks goes on to tell a story about playing marbles with her brother. Her brother was gifted a
tin box of marbles from older men in their family. As they played, it became clear that she
was more ambitious than him, to her father’s disapproval. 
 
One day her brother told her that marbles was a boys game and she couldn't play. When she
ignored this, her father stepped in to reinforce the patriarchal rule. When she ignored it once
more, her father brutally beat her, and she was left to sit in her room in the dark. When her
mother came to console her, she reminded hooks that she had been warned to stop doing
things that only boys could do. 
 
Here we observe a vocal and oppressive set of rules at play. “Girls should be seen and not
heard,” “Boys don’t cry,” “You’re not man enough,” “Act like a lady.” The list goes on and on…



bell hooks excavates a notion that we must take seriously: women and non-male identified
folks who reinforce patriarchy for their own benefit have a responsibility to stop. 
 
hooks explains that patriarchy must be fought by us all, since men are not the only ones who
are keeping it alive in the culture. Women must also forgo the habit of competing and tearing
eachother down for the male gaze. Women are called to end stereotypes about what "a real
man" is and stop putting limitations on people around them, especially children.
 

 
 
The Documentary, “The Feminist on Cell Block-Y” shows how these men took
transformation from patriarchy into their own hands:



 
 
Feminism Is For Everybody: Passionate Politics. bell
hooks. 2000.
 
From Mass Incarceration to Mass Liberation Glossary. CURB.
Hood digest. thehooddigest.com. Web. 2018.
 
The Will To Change: Men, Masculinity, and Love. bell
hooks. Washington Square Press. 2005
 
The Feminist on Cellblock Y 
 
 

Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde
This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By
Radical Women Of Color by Cherríe
Moraga-Gloria Anzaldúa
Redefining Realness- Janet Mock
Resistance Behind Bars: The Struggles
of Incarcerated Women by Vikki Law,
(2009)

Books:

Films: 
Dark Girls directed by Bill Duke, D.
Channsin Berry (2011)
Miss Representation (2011)
War Zone (1998)
 



LGBTQIA LIBERATION

Gender Spectrum (n): The range of personal identities that exist
between and outside of masculine and feminine.  

Let’s start here: You’re not able to tell someone’s gender, sexuality or even sex just by
looking at them on the street. Sure you can get a feeling or a sense, but that’s personal
information you would have to ask for, experience or be told. 
 
When we look at someone and assume “what they are” or “who they like” it’s harmful
because we’re assuming we know the personal truths of their life and we undermine both
their agency and identity. 
 
We are more than the bodies we're born into. Let’s move forward using two lenses to look
through for this conversation.

Framework 1: People who identify
as LGBTQIA or lesbian, gay, bi,
transgender, queer, questioning
intersex, asexual or gender
nonconfirming are not a monolith.
They are individuals with unique
identities deserving of equal rights
regardless of presentation or self
identification.

 
Framework 2: Gender, sexuality and
sex are three different things.
Instead of being fixed or within a
binary, they exist on a spectrum of
identities and experiences.  



Gender (n): a complex and deeply personal internal sense of self existing on a spectrum
where feminine, masculine, a combination and more exist. A gender expression is the public
facing expression of this sense of self. Some people choose to not identify as having a gender. 
 
Sex (n): a trait assigned at birth based on an individual's genitalia. Sexes include female, male
and intersex. 
 
Sexuality (n): An identity based on the interpersonal attraction one feels to others. Sexuality
can be fluid or free-form throughout one’s life.
 
Transgender (adj): describing a person whose gender identity does not correlate with their
sex at birth. Trans people may or may not choose to use hormones and surgery for purposes
tied to identity and their bodies. 
 
Cisgender (adj): describing a person our society privileges whose personal gender identity
correlates with their sex at birth. An example is a person who identifies their gender as female
and was born with female genitalia. 
 
Nonbinary (adj): A person who does not identify their gender as being definitively masculine
or feminine but instead, exist fluidly within the spectrum of gender, expressing themselves
without labels. 
 

While we're working towards freedom, it's
important that we uphold the value of self
determination, especially regarding a topic as
personal as gender and sexuality. 
 
The terms below will clarify some questions you
may have:



Many people mistakenly think that the LGBTQIA (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
queer/questioning, intersex, asexual) people are part of a new phenomenon. Because of this
misconception, people who identify as something other than heterosexual and cisgender
are more likely to be erased, criminalized, distrusted and critiqued. 
 
If we look at history, we find that queer people, transgender people, two spirit people,
intersex people, have existed throughout legacies of family, government and
community in the natural world. In many cases, these people are not accredited for
their accomplishments due to their work being invisibilized and identities excluded. 

 

Search: The True Story Behind The
Stonewall Riots



 
One way to be more inclusive is to let people know your gender pronouns, or the words you
feel comfortable being referred to as in the third person. Saying something like "I go by he"
allows space for others to affirm their gender as well, which might be expressed through
pronouns "they, she, he" and more. When pronouns are taken seriously, we create safety for
identities that exist outside of the status quo.  

 

In our heternormative society, cisgender and heterosexual people have the most

privilege. As a result, nonbinary, trans and queer communities are otherized and looked down
upon as not “normal” and therefore, not deserving of full rights, leadership, safety or respect.

For example, often, transgender women's pronouns are not
honored and they are not seen as “real women” despite their
experiences, truth and identity. These sentiments result in so much
violence, that it was recorded that 26 transwomen died from hate
crimes in 2019 alone.



Jessica Stern of TGI Justice provides a compelling piece where a LGBTQIA movement
legend is interviewed, Miss Major:







Art by Micha Bazant 

Identity is a delicate and valuable part of our lives. Our differences make our

communities whole, if we let them coexist without stifling them. 

 
If it's liberation we seek, we must radically break the binaries, barriers and walls that keep
some of us from the basic needs of resources and respect. 
 
If it's liberation we're creating, it must be created with all representation at the table.
Nothing about us without us!  



 
Redefining Realness: My Path To Womanhood, Identity,

Love & So Much More. Janet Mock. 2014
 
"This is What Pride Looks Like: Miss Major and the Violence,
Poverty, and Incarceration of Low-Income Transgender
Women. Jessica Stern. Miss Major." Tgijp.org. web.
 
"Understanding Gender" genderspectrum,org. web.

I Must Resist: Bayard Rustin’s Life in
Letters by Bayard Rustin and Michael
G. Long (2012)
Zami: A New Spelling of My Name by
Audre Lorde (1982)
We Are Everywhere: Protest, Power,
and Pride in the History of Queer
Liberation by Matthew Reimer (2019)

 Major! (2015)
The Death and Life of Marsha P.
Johnson directed by David France
(2017) [Netflix]
Moonlight directed by Barry Jenkins
(2016) [Netflix]

Books:

 
Films:

 



Transformative Justice (n): a decriminalized social and
interpersonal strategy for responding to violence and conflict in
community.

TRANSFORMATIVE

JUSTICE

Framework: Transformative
justice looks at conflict with a
wide lens. In order to come up
with a sustainable solution, it
looks at the choices that come
before an act of harm as well
as what actions need to
happen after. It also
acknowledges systems,
people, values and needs
surrounding the issue as
pathways to solutions. 

Transformative justice does not zoom in on shaming the person who has caused harm, or seeking
revenge on them. Instead, it seeks to find points of shifting power and choice in a person who has
caused harm, while addressing needs and reparations for those who have been harmed.
 
Sounds a lot like restorative justice, right? The difference in transformative justice is that it also
looks at the larger structures at play and seeks to transform those as well as the behaviors and
experiences of the people involved in the conflict. 



We have all witnessed or heard about some type of harm done in our community. Person X

harms person Y, and often, person X gets locked up in a system of trauma and

isolation, while person Y receives little to no support around healing from the

incident. The person who was harmed might relive their harm during the process of
conviction. They are supposed to feel like the punishment of their wrongdoer should give
them peace and justice. 
 
The person who created the harm is not given the opportunity to be accountable with
dignity, or to be seen for the circumstances surrounding their actions. In the process of
being punished by the state, there is a smaller chance that they will be able to sustainably
change their behavior that caused harm and repair the harm they caused. 
 
Both restorative and transformative justice operate on the idea that accountability is

more powerful than punishment. We ask the question, what needs to be done for this

harm to be addressed and reconciled? It asks a lot of our imaginations and capacity as
humans, especially in the face of violent crimes and death. In order to hold someone
accountable for harm they have committed, often community support is brought in, and a
conversation centered around the harm that was done takes place. 
 
The conversation leads to action items that the victim/survivor and community point people
deem safe, forward looking and substantial enough to provide closure. These actions can be
done over a span of time, and include an agreement of separation from one another.
Healing circles can be used to provide support to both parties. Transformative justice would
then ask, what social systems are in place that enabled the harm that was done? How can
those structures be changed? 
 
Generation Five is an organization that has taken on child sexual abuse using a
transformative justice framework. They provide more context for the strategy of
transformative justice:
 
 



When engaging in transformative and restorative practices such as conflict management
circles, healing circles, talking circles, and accountability circles, it's key that we are seeing the
issue as an issue of the community. 
 
Within these modalities is a shared responsibility to make the community safe. These
practices take a huge amount of patience, understanding and willingness to actively listen
and compassionately respond. 
 
For generations, indigenous communities and black and brown leaders have been

keen to how effective RJ and TJ can be. When the community encircles a situation of

harm, instead of isolates it within a cold bureaucratic system, there are many more

options for healing and repair. 

 
We can reclaim these practices as a way to fight mass incarceration. We can use tools like
talking circles, accountability conversations and retributive action steps in order to manage
the conflict and mitigate the harm in our communities. 
 



 

 

Co-founder of Black Lives Matter, Patrisse Cullors has experienced transformative justice. In
the section of her Harvard Law Review article entitled "Successful Transformative Practice
in Personal Relationships" she describes a situation in which she, over time, was

harmed and received healing:

 







"Abolition And Reparations: Histories of Resistance,

Transformative Justice, And Accountability Developments in

the Law." Patrisse Cullors, Harvard Law Review. 2019. 

 

"Transformative justice." www.generationfive.org. web

 

"Recovering from Apartheid," Desmond Tutu, The New

Yorker. 1996.

 

Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories

from the Transformative Justice

Movement by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-

Samarasinha, Ejeris Dixon (2020)

The Little Book of Circle Processes by

Kay Pranis (2005)

Circles directed by Cassidy Friedman

(2018)
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Objectification (n): The act of likening a person or living thing to that of an inanimate

object often to the benefit of the objectifier. 

 

School to prison pipeline (n): The disproportionate amount of minors, and young

adults who lack race and class privilege who become systems involved, because of the

presence of police and harsh policies in schools and institutions.

 

Disenfranchisement (n): The deprivation of one’s full rights or participation in

government, often resulting in fragmentation of civic involvement and freedom

 

Upward mobility (n): The ability to advance within society as it relates to career,

finances, education, and social standing. 

 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) (n): The negative experiences one has as a

child that may result in sustained trauma, influencing behavior and development early

in life. 

 

 

 

LWOP (n): An archaic concept compared to the death penalty, life without the

possibility of parole, which condemns a person to die in prison.

 

Three Strikes Law (n): a law which requires a person convicted of any new felony,

having one prior conviction of a serious felony to be sentenced for twice the term of

the newest offense. This law was created in 1994 and excludes “Third Strikers” from

many pathways to freedom.

 

Adultification (n): The act of likening a child to an adult in ways that places unfair

responsibility and consequences.

 

Dehumanization (n): The act of denying one’s humanity through physical, verbal,

emotional or systemic means. 

 

Noncarceral (adj): A way to describe a method or solution which does not lean on

caging as a form of punishment.

 

Reparations (n): payment, financial or otherwise to a person or group of people who

have been wronged, in most instances, systemically. 

 

 






