Assembly Bill 622
The Rehabilitation Recognition Act
Assembly Member Ash Kalra

SUMMARY

Assembly Bill (AB) 622 clarifies that the California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR) is permitted to award credits to people with
an indeterminate sentence for good conduct and
completion of educational and other programs. This
bill would ensure that individuals who have
demonstrated extensive rehabilitation and were
deemed suitable for parole are not unnecessarily
incarcerated past their parole date.

BACKGROUND

Under existing law, people incarcerated with a life
sentence can earn credits for good conduct and
completing educational and other programs. Per
CDCR’s regulations, people with an indeterminate
sentence, which requires appearing before the
parole board to determine if release is appropriate,
can advance their “minimum eligible parole date”
(MEPD) with these credits.

From 2017 until the middle of 2024, credits were
used to determine when someone with a life
sentence was eligible for release, and only
eligibility. No one with an indeterminate sentence
was released until the Board of Parole Hearings
determined they did not pose an “unreasonable risk
of danger to society if released from prison.” This is
an exceptionally rigorous, evidence-based process
that prioritizes public safety. In 2024, the Board of
Parole Hearings approved only 14% of people.

CDCR’s 2024 report highlights that participants in
CBO-run programs earning Rehabilitative
Achievement Credits return to prison at nearly half
the statewide recidivism rate. The Committee on
Revision of the Penal Code also cited in their 2024
annual report that between Fiscal Years 2011-12
and 2018-19, the parole board approved 5,248
people for release. Of those individuals, less than
3% had a new conviction of any kind within 3 years
of release, and less than half of a percent had a new
felony conviction for an offense against a person.

Despite the success of these credit-earning
programs, recent litigation has resulted in CDCR
being unable to release people with indeterminate
sentences who had earned earlier parole eligibility
dates with these credits and were approved for
release by the parole board. This is contrary to
current legal processes and has created unnecessary,
costly delays in parole.

SOLUTION

AB 622 simply reaffirms CDCR’s authority to issue
credits that would allow someone to advance their
MEPD and be eligible to go before the Board of
Parole Hearings. This bill will enable the
individuals who have completed the most
significant rehabilitative programming and were
found by the parole board to be appropriate to be
released to re-enter under parole supervision and re-
entry programming.

By clarifying that CDCR is permitted to issue these
credits, AB 622 ensures fairness in the parole
process, reduces wasteful spending, and asserts the
Legislature’s commitment to rehabilitation.

SPONSORS

Bridges of Hope

Californians for Safety and Justice

CURB

Ella Baker Center

Initiate Justice

Initiate Justice Action

UnCommon Law

USC Gould School of Law: Post Conviction Justice
Project

SUPPORT

A New Way Of Life

All Of Us Or None
Anti-Recidivism Coalition
Boundless Freedom Project
CA Public Defenders Assoc.
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https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/2024/02/21/calendar-year-2024-suitability-results/
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/news/2024/02/13/cdcr-recidivism-report-finds-recidivism-rates-drop-2/
https://clrc.ca.gov/CRPC/Pub/Reports/CRPC_AR2024.pdf
https://clrc.ca.gov/CRPC/Pub/Reports/CRPC_AR2024.pdf

California Alliance for Youth and Community
Justice

California Innocence Coalition

Center for Living and Learning

Communities United for Restorative Youth Justice

Courage California

Empowering Women Impacted by Incarceration

End Child Poverty California

Fair Chance Project

Felony Murder Elimination Project

FREEDOM 4 YOUTH

Friends Committee on Legislation of California

HomeFree/CCWP

Integrated Recovery Network

Jesse’s Place

La Defensa

LARRP

Legal Services For Prisoners With Children

national compadres network

Prison From The Inside Out

Restoring Hope California

Reversion 36

Root & Rebound

RYSE

San Francisco Public Defender’s Office

Silicon Valley De-Bug

Sister Warriors

Sister Warriors Freedom Coalition

Smart Justice California

The Change Parallel Project

The Place4Grace

Transitions Clinic Network

USF Racial Justice Clinic

Vera California

Western Center on Law and Poverty

CONTACT

Erika Ngo, Legislative Director
Erika.Ngo@asm.ca.gov
(916) 319-2025
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