What are some examples of ballot measures?

1.Proposition 47 (2014): Voters approved this
measure, which reduced certain nonviolent
crimes from felonies to misdemeanors. The
savings from lower incarceration costs were
redirected to programs such as mental health
and substance use treatment, K-12 services for
vulnerable youth, and support for crime victims.

2.Proposition 36 (2024): Ten years later, voters
passed this measure, which reversed parts of
Proposition 47. It increased penalties for certain
crimes by reclassifying them as felonies and
introduced a new felony category that includes
mandatory treatment.

What are some examples of ballot
measures? cont.

3. Proposition 50 (2025): This measure originated
in the California Legislature and was placed on
the ballot to amend the state constitution,
changing district boundaries in response to
redistricting efforts in other states aimed at
gaining more seats in Congress.
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Why do ballot measures matter?

e They allow voters to make laws directly, without
having to go through our elected officials

e They can have long-term effects, especially
constitutional amendments, which are harder
to change later

e They often decide maijor issues like criminal
justice, taxes, housing, and education

Wk

"Follow the money”

e Some people argue that ballot measures are
more likely to pass when they have strong
financial backing. Campaigns supporting or
opposing propositions are often funded by
interest groups, businesses, labor unions, or
advocacy organizations.

e This funding can shape how widely a measure is
seen. For example, through TV ads, mailers, or
billoboards compared to others that rely more on
word of mouth or social media.

e As aresult, funding influences public opinion. The
rules around how ballot measures are promoted
allow for persuasive messaging with few
restrictions.
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